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comprehend the cut-and-dried injunctions of a
ceremonial than such vague formless entities as
the gods of high heaven whom the rite invoked.
And very soon the formula eclipsed the god; the
elements of the sacrifice were declared divine and
worshipped on their own account. Thus Brahman,
the formula recited by the officiating priest, was
held to be of divine essence and came to be adored
as the supreme god. The priesthood acquired an
aura of prodigious sanctity and enjoyed prestige
such as no ministers of other faiths have ever known.
Claiming divine inspiration, the priests split up
the Aryan community into distinct groups or castes:
their own class, that of the Brahmins, they naturally
set highest in the social scale ; the Kshatriya class
comprised the warriors and, subsequently, the
maharajas and nobility ; to the Vaisya caste be-
longed the agriculturists and, later on, the trades-
folk ; while the black-skinned Dravidians and, after
them, all menials were relegated to the lowest class,
that of the Sudras. At a still lower level, submerged
and outcaste, was a motley horde of nondescripts
whose wretchedness and squalor rendered them
" untouchable."
But there came a time when the charming nature-
cult embodied in the Vedic theogony no longer
satisfied the priests ; and they grew more and more
addicted to that habit of metaphysical speculation
which was henceforth to be a characteristic of
Indian thought. Seven hundred years before the
birth of Christ these philosopher-priests had worked
out a hard-and-fast theory of the universe, a solu-
tion of the problem of life and death. Claiming
divine illumination, they compiled a summa of
philosophic and religious thought, setting forth a
new theory of life, the doctrine of the transmigra-